raising his voice in an imprudent way. But he got the better of
himself and spoke in the usual pitch of these conversations in the
dark.

"You're afraid?" he asked very softly.

"Oh, Monsieur Gerbier," Legrain moaned.

And Gerbier felt sure that Legrain was inaccessible to fear.
As sure as if he could have seen his face.

"You think you're too tired to make it?" said Gerbier. "I'll
carry you if necessary."

"I would have made it. I would have made it, even much
farther," said Legrain.

And Gerbier felt that he was telling the truth.

'Til explain to you, Monsieur Gerbier, only don't talk to me,"
said Legrain. "I've got to make it fast, and it isn't easy to do."

Legrain's lungs wheezed. He coughed, and went on,

"When I went to get the pills to sleep as you told me, I saw
the doctor. He's a nice fellow, the doctor. He's an old man who
understands. He had us put here, Armel and me, because at least
it doesn't rain through the roof and the floor stays dry. He
couldn't do anything more. What I mean is you can talk to him.
He didn't think I looked well. He examined me. I didn't under-
stand everything he told me. But enough anyway to gather that
one of my lungs is gone and the other is in bad shape. He seemed
pretty upset about seeing me shut up here with no hope of getting
out. Then I asked him what would happen if I was free. He told
me that with two years in a sanatorium I could be well again.
Otherwise I wouldn't be good for anything. I came away from
his office stunned. You saw me. ... I was thinking all the time
about what you had told me of the life in the underground. It
took me until this morning to realise that I couldn't go."

Gerbier considered himself pretty hardened. And he was. He
believed he never acted without due reflection. And this was true.
He had inflamed Legrain with his stories only in order to have
an accomplice he could trust. Yet it was without reflection, with-
out calculation and seized by an unfamiliar contraction that he
said,

"I'm not going to leave you. I have ways of getting money, and
I'll find others. You'll be safe and cared for. You'll have all the
time you need to get back into shape."
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